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A super-yacht explores  
the Sea of Cortez.
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Words and images by  

Zuzana Prochazka

in La Paz, rugged red desert hillsides blend into 
crystal clear aqua-turquoise seascapes to create an 

out-of-this-world colour palette like no other on earth
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Tranquil la Paz oozes an 
eclectic blend of cosmopolitan 
sophistication and old-world 

charm—all topped-off with one of the 
coolest yachting scenes you’ll ever 
encounter. 

Just 240 kilometres north of glitzy Cabo 
san lucas, la Paz serves as a jumping-off 
point for charter and cruising boats that 
are exploring the sea of Cortez, which 
Jacques Cousteau lovingly called ‘The 
aquarium of the World’. over the years it 
has served as a stomping ground for many 
of the world’s famous soul-searchers, 
including the sailor Bernard Moitessier 
and the author John steinbeck.

The beautiful  thing about this 
waterfront desert is its endless palette 
of colours—where cloudless bright blue 
skies reflect off turquoise waters, red 
clay hills are punctuated by tall green 
saguaro cacti and sunsets are a dizzying 
blaze of reds and oranges so deep that 
they seem to have escaped from an oil 
painting. 

The PaTh Less TraveLLed
armed with two cameras to capture 
these out-of-this world colours, i flew 
into san Jose del Cabo. renting a car 
sounded like a good way to explore a bit 
of the Baja California sur region, despite 
the sometimes sketchy—or sometimes 
completely missing—signage along even 
the most major of Mexican roads. The 
first place i should have paid attention 
was at the airport. There are two roads 
that lead to la Paz: a modern flat freeway 
that runs along the west coast and takes 
about two and a half hours, and then 
there’s the back way, which is beautiful 
and hilly, but certainly not for the meek. 
Guess which one i took… 

Infinite luxury at 
Costa Baja Resort 
& Spa’s exclusive 

Beach Club. 

It’s no coincidence that La Paz means 
‘peace’ in Spanish.  Despite its economic 
and political responsibilities as the capi-
tal of the state of Baja California Sur, the 
city still remains traditional, tranquil and 
easy to love. It sits on the stunning Sea of 
Cortez, which Jacques Cousteau dubbed 
‘The Aquarium of the World’, and it also 

inspired John Steinbeck to write The 
Pearl. So what are you waiting for? Allow 

yourself to be captivated by La Paz…

mexico
at a glance
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Located on the Sea of 
Cortez, Marina Costa Baja 

attracts sea-lovers from 
across the globe.



71   Winter 2015 - 2016  Canadian Traveller   

For hundreds of selfi e ideas visit venturacountywest.com

Every “selfi e” tells a story. Write a few of yours here.

decadenT dining
If you stay in Marina Costa Baja, you won’t 
need to leave the resort to experience 
some of the finest local cuisine. Four res-
taurants on the premises serve dinner and 
offer indoor and patio dining: 

• La Barcaccia: Sumptuous Italian 
food and seafood. Try the tuna carpac-
cio or a homemade pizza.

• SteinBeck’S: This is the place for steak, 
although the burger is a gourmet expe-
rience as well.

• azuL Marino: I still dream of that 
tuna tartar and the shrimp with brandy.

• odayaka SuShi Bar: You may be in 
Mexico, but you’re right by the water, so 
this is a natural.

If you venture into town, there are some 
excellent choices as well:

• La treS VirgeneS (The Three Virgins): 
Touted as the best restaurant in town by 
the locals. 

• the dock café: International cuisine 
with cocktails in all the colours of the 
rainbow.

• BiSMark cito: A huge Mexican menu 
and even larger fishbowl margaritas, 
right on the Malecon.

• eL rancho Viejo: Rustic and afford-
able, the clientele is a mixture of locals 
and yachties. You’ll find maginative 
tacos and smaller, more traditional mar-
garitas that pack a punch. 

Base camP, Baja sTyLe
My base camp in la Paz was the Marina 
Costa Baja, which is a resort, marina and 
vacation real estate complex for wealthy 
Mexicans and expats. There are two 
hotel properties at Marina Costa Baja: 
the Costa Baja resort & spa and Hyatt 
Place. The resort’s décor is desert-chic 
with nice common areas, the service is 
exceptional and the in-room showers 
are interesting (tip: come with a close 
friend that you don’t mind showing 
off in front of). on the other hand, the 
Hyatt features a standard business 
hotel layout and décor, cheaper rates 
and access to the resort’s restaurants 
and fitness centre. Green fees for the 
sprawling Gary Player-designed 18-hole 
golf course are extra for guests at both 
properties, but as 14 of the holes have an 
ocean view, it’s well worth spending an 
early morning on the links. Both hotels 
offer a 10-minute shuttle to town and 
views of the marina where the super-
yachts choose to linger.

Featured StorieS:
oFF-the beaten path deStinationS 
adventure travel: beSt oF the Year
top 25 CampSiteS in Canada  
outdoor Gear Guide

 lookinG For Some adventure?
viSit explore-maG.Com For a dailY doSe oF

inSpiration
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mexican charm and margariTas
la Paz maintains its small  town 
ambiance and old Mexican charm, but 
there is no denying that a cool yachtie 
culture permeates everything there. 
Most west coast cruisers find themselves 
there as if they were pulled down from 
Canada on an annual southbound 
conveyor belt. 

The weather is mostly cooperative, but 
as la Paz truly is located in a desert, it 
can get cold in January and sweltering 
in august. By contrast, May to June and 
october to november are sublime, so 
plan your visit accordingly. 

in town, a scenic Malecon, or strand, 
runs along the edge of the ocean and 
is bursting with cafes, nightclubs, 
dive shops and art galleries. la Paz 
offers dozens of fantastic restaurants 
and if you want to talk cruising and 
boats, you’re bound to find a few ‘live-
aboards’ each night at el rancho Viejo, 
a fantastic taqueria just a few blocks up 
from Marina de la Paz. There, if the salty 
sea tales don’t get you, the margaritas 
definitely will. 

isLand advenTures
espiritu santo and Partida lie just 
across the san lorenzo channel about 
30 kilometres north of la Paz. These 
two islands, which are separated by 
just a spit of sand that is sometimes 
submerged, offer dozens of dramatic 
coves or caletas on the west side. These 
caletas are perfect for kayaking, hiking, 
swimming, diving and camping. 

i asked the resort to book my excursion 
and i departed from a dock just a five-
minute walk from my room. Making the 
ocean crossing i saw breaching whales, 
pods of dolphins and even jumping 
stingrays. unfortunately, i missed the 
whale shark that was spotted two hours 
later, right on the same path we took to 
the islands.

espiritu santo, which was designated 
as a World Heritage site in 1978, boasts 
an ecosystem that is the most diverse in 
the region. California sea lions and more 
than 500 species of fish swim in these 
waters along with 12 species of whales 
and that elusive whale shark. 

The waters around espiritu santo are 
crystal clear and there are dramatic cliff 
vistas rising up in every direction. at the 
northern tip is los islotes, which is home 
to a sea lion rookery. Jumping in with fins 
and snorkel, i found myself getting dive-
bombed by curious sea lions peering into 
my mask and then dashing off faster than 
i could turn around. 

on the way back to the marina, we passed 
by Caleta Balandra, home of the famous 
Balandra rock, a mushroom-shaped 

Stores and condos  
at Marina Costa Baja.

The desert island 
of Espiritu Santo is 
a marvel of natural 

conservation.

Watch out for bubbles: the 
cheeky sea lions of Los Islotes.
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WHEN YOU GO
• Canadians only need a passport to  

enter Mexico; no visa is required.

• The exchange at the time of writing is 12 
Mexican pesos to one Canadian dollar. 
For a quick exchange when shopping, 
just divide the Mexican price by 10 and 
then know that you’re getting a bit more. 

• If you make purchases in Mexico, you 
may be able request a tax refund. To 
do this, you must make your purchases 
at businesses affiliated with the tax 
refund program and you must spend 
at least 200 Mexican pesos on Mexican 
goods. There is no refund on services. 
The procedure is simple. On the day you 
leave the country, visit one of the tax 
refund kiosks located at certain airports 
nationwide. There, you can submit a 
completed form, your bank details, 
immigration form, plane ticket and the 
purchase receipts. You will receive a tax 
refund of 50 percent in cash and the 
other 50 percent will be transferred to 
your account within the next 40 days. For 
more information visit moneyback.mx.

• If possible, arrange for a temporary 
international data package on your 
smartphone so you can have access to 
mapping, as the street signs in Cabo and 
La Paz can be a bit of an adventure!

• It is customary to leave a tip for 
waiters, valets, gas station employees, 
bellboys and other service providers. At 
restaurants, bars and coffee shops, it is 
customary to leave 10 percent of the total 
amount of the bill; if the service was very 
good, you can leave up to 15 percent. 

formation that had been worn away by 
water in the middle. Balandra Beach is 
a local hangout and families go there on 
weekends to swim and kayak or walk along 
two protected white sand coves. There’s 
little there except a concession truck, but 
if you drive another 15 minutes along a 
two-lane road to Tecolote, you’ll find a half-
dozen beach shack bars serving up cold 
beer and hot tacos. From my chair under a 
palapa there, i watched the rays gliding by 
in just inches of water. 

Who needs a suPer-yachT?
My bank account will have to fatten up 
for me to be able to lounge on the deck 
of one of the super-yachts that dot the 
sea of Cortez, but in la Paz i found the 
hotels to be affordable, the day-trips to be 
fascinating, the food to be excellent, the 
town to be laid back and the sea of Cortez 
to be unsurpassed in its natural beauty. 

and of course, there are the colours… 
everything about la Paz is vividly 
vibrant. From the yachties lost in 
their swirl of salty sea adventures 
to the stark desert cacti surrounded 
by aquamarine waters, la Paz is one 
colourful, kaleidoscopic palette. 

info@gohaidagwaii.ca      GoHaidaGwaii.ca|

“Southeast Wind” appears with permission of the artist, Robert Davidson
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F a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  B C !
D o  y o u . . . 
❏ l o v e  e x p l o r i n g ?
❏ Seek hiDDen gemS?
❏ l i v e  F o r  a D v e n t u r e ?

h e r e ’ S  a  p l a C e  t o  S t a r t !
✓

✓

✓

DownloaD BritiSh ColumBia magazine’S e-Book 
25 hiDDen BritiSh ColumBia hot SpringS 

F r e e  F o r  a  l i m i t e D  t i m e ! 

bcmag.ca/maghotsprings




